
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



SILAS DUBKEE. 343 

made Commissions to China, and in that capacity negotiated the first 
Treaty between the United States and the " Celestial Empire." Soon 
after his return home, and when he had again become a Eepresentative 
in the State Legislature, the war with Mexico gave him an opportu- 
nity to gratify his early disposition for military service. He raised a 
regiment of volunteers, mainly at his own expense, and conducted it as 
colonel to the Rio Grande, where he was commissioned a Brigadier- 
General. In 1850, he was Mayor of Newburyport, then recently in- 
corporated as a City. In 1852, he was appointed one of the Associate 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; and, after a single 
year of faithful service in that office, he was taken into the Cabinet of 
President Pierce, as Attorney- General of the United States, and held 
that distinguished office for four years. The printed volume of his 
official opinions during that term bears signal testimony to his ability, 
research, and untiring labor. In 1866, he was appointed one of three 
commissioners to revise and codify the laws of the United States. 
Meantime, during the five previous years, he had spent much of his 
time at Washington, and had rendered important aid to more than one 
of the Departments in the difficult questions arising out of the Civil 
War. His last conspicuous service was at Geneva, as one of the coun- 
sel of the United States at the great International Arbitration of " the 
Alabama Claims," where he displayed his accomplishments as a linguist 
by making his argument in the French language. Few Americans 
have exhibited greater versatility, or greater ability, in so striking a 
variety of pursuits and services. As a scholar, as a lawyer, as a 
statesman, as a diplomatist, he has left a mark on our State and Na- 
tional records which cannot be obliterated. As a speaker, a thinker, 
and a writer, too, he has secured for himself no common place among 
the literary men of his period. He was elected Fellow of this Acad- 
emy Nov. 12, 1823. 

SILAS DUBKEE, M.D. 

Silas Durkee, M.D., was born in Hanover, N. H, Nov. 22, 
1798, and died in Boston July 17, 1878, in his eightieth year. He 
graduated in Arts at Dartmouth College, in 1822, and in Medicine in 
1826. He practised his profession in Portsmouth till 1841, when he 
removed to Boston, where he became a prominent practitioner, and 
accumulated quite a property for a medical man. He was a frequent 
contributor to professional journals ; and published two octavo volumes 
on dermatology and allied diseases. These works, one of which 
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obtained a Boylston Prize, were received with much favor, and went 
through several editions. His leisure he devoted to the study of 
marine botany and entomology. In 1854, he was elected a Fellow of 
this Academy. In 1859, he was chosen an Honorary Member of the 
State Society of New York ; and in 1860, a Corresponding Member 
of the Natural History Society at Montreal. He was for a time a 
Consulting Physician of the City of Boston ; and continued on the 
Consulting Board of Physicians and Surgeons of the Boston City 
Hospital from 1864 to the time of his death. 

Dr. Durkee was a warm-hearted and true friend, a faithful physi- 
cian, an ardent promoter of science, and a Christian gentleman. His 
death is lamented by a large circle of friends, in and out of the pro- 
fession. 

JOHN BARNARD SWETT JACKSON. 

John Barnard Swett Jackson was the fourth and last child of 
Captain Henry and Hannah (Swett) Jackson. He was born in Sud- 
bury Street, Boston, June 5, 1806, and was named after his mother's 
brother, Dr. John Barnard Swett, a much respected physician of New- 
buryport. 

He was but six months old when his father died. His uncles, the 
late Hon. Charles Jackson and Dr. James Jackson, became his natural 
guardians, and treated him like one of their own children. After 
going to several schools, where he proved himself diligent and exem- 
plary in conduct, he went at the age of thirteen to a school kept by 
Mr. Hall, where he was fitted for college. At fifteen, he entered Har- 
vard College. His classmate, Dr. Samuel Kirkland Lothrop, bears 
witness to his being eminently faithful, aiming ever to do in the very 
best and most thorough way that he could whatever work or duty he 
had to perform. No temptation, he adds, would have made him hesi- 
tate or swerve, or do or say any thing that was not honest and true. 
" He was true, open, frank, concealing nothing, because there was 
nothing he wished or that needed to be concealed. He was modest, 
unassuming, as far from all arrogance and pretension as he was from 
envy, jealousy, and a spirit of rivalry." He maintained a respectable 
if not an eminent rank, and received appointments to two " parts " 
during his college career. 

He graduated in 1825, and immediately began his medical studies 
under the instruction of Dr. James Jackson and others associated with 
him. In 1827, he was chosen house apothecary for one year at the 



